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For the Religious Intelligencer. 
ACCOUNT OF THE HINDGOS. 


[As the India Mission is begianing 
to excite the general attention of the 
Christian public, it is thought some 
account of the Natives of that coun- 
iry will not, at this time, be uninter- 
esting. | 

HINDGOS. 
Origin and Iistory. 

It is well known, that this singular 
pcople pretend to an antiquity of some 
millions of years; and trace their de- 
scent from the gods. But their fables 
are too ridiculous and contradictory, 
to receive any credit. ‘They are pro- 
bably of the Ammonian race, and de- 
scendants of Cush. Modern research- 
es into the mythology of India, 
strengthens the received opinion that 
Cush, or some of his progeny under 
his name, led the first colony, from 
the plains of Shinar, eastward, and 
settled Hindostan. This may have 
been before the genera! dispersion 
from the tower of Babel. There is no 
authentic history concerning the in- 
habitants of India, until the invasion 
of Alexander; when, it appears they 
were, in most respects, the same 
ple they are now. After this, little is 
known concerning them, until the 
Mahommedan conquests. About the 
year 1000, the Turks first invaded 
Hindostan, and from that time, until 
the final establishment of the English 
power, in 1799, the history of this ill 
fated country, is written in characters 
of blood. By internal revolutions, and 
the successive, as well as cruel, inva- 
sions of the Turks, Tartars, and Per- 
sians, to whom the Hindoos were sub- 
ject for more than 600 years, and from 
some of whom they suffered every 
thing that avarice, tyranny, and bigot- 
ry could inflict, this pleasant portion 
ef the Globe presented little else, 
than one scene of carnage and blood- 
Shed. Under the English, which is 






now the predominant Power, the Na- 
tives are at peace; and those within 
the British jurisdiction, which com- 
prises about thirty millions, or ove 
half the whole population, are gene- 
rally secured in the exercise of their 
civil and religious righits. 


Physical Character. 


The stature of the Hindoo is gene- 
rally somewhat below that of the Eu- 
ropean. In appearance, he is said to 
resemble our western Indian. The 
Natives in Bengal, who labour, and 
are exposed to the sun, are nearly 
black; while those, who, by their cast, 
have, for many generations, been pre- 
served from all servile employments, 
are not more swarthy than the inhab- 
itants of the south of France. Some 
of their females are fair. 

As would be expected in so warm a 
climate, the Hindoos are deficient ia 
bodily vigour. Their diet likewise 
tends to enervate them, as milk, with 
rice and vegetables, forms almost 
thew whole food. Some tribes make 
use of fish, but few use flesh of a- 
ny kind, as their religion forbids 
taking the life of animals. The 
dress of the poorer sort, consists of a 
strip of cotton a foot in width, and a- 
bout two in length, one end of which 
is fastened by a string tied round the 
waist, while the other, passed under 
the body, and tucked through the 
string before, hangs down in form of 
an apron. Those in better circum- 
stances wear a larger piece of cloth, 
swaddled on much like a child’s cloth. 
The dress of females differs, in that 
the strip of cotton, is at one end wrap- 
ped round the waist, so as to hang 
down like a petticoat, while the other 
is thrown over: the shoulders, crossing 
the right breast. This is all the Hia- 
doo’s dressjin warm weather. In cold, 
he wraps an additional piece of cloth 
round the body. The women wear 
an abundance of rings in their ears 
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and noses, and ov their arms, fingers, 
and ancles. 

Their houses are formed of differ- 
ent materials, according to the cir- 
cumstances of the owner: sometimes 
of brick, especially in the English set- 
tlements, but generally of mud, straw, 
or mats, with bamboo posts. They 
ur ally consist of four buildings, front- 
ing each ether, and enclosing a vacant 
square. One of them is for the wife 
and-female friends—a seeond, for ser- 
vants and visiiers—a third, for cook- 
ing—and the fourth, is often a cow- 
house. These are all low, and with 
no windows, except narrow erevices. 
The floors are of earth, raised two or 
three feet, and smeared vith cow 
Jung; as are also the mud walls. This 
makes them hard and smooth. ‘The 
furniture is very triflmg. All their 
cooking is done in coarse, unglazed, 
varthen ware; but they have frequent- 
ly a small brass vesse! for milk, water, 
or any Other liquid. ‘Fhey have some- 
times a metal dish toeat off; but gen- 
erally only a plantam leaf, or a leaf 
of the water lily. Most have an earth- 
en vessel for a lamp, and all a hooka 
or pipe for smoking. ‘Fhe Hindoos 
all smoke. Their farming atensils 
are very simple; and equally feeble. 
Wagegons or earts are never used in 
husbandry. What manure they use, 
is carried on men, in baskets ab 
tached to a kind of voke, which they 
carry on their: shoulders. Alnvost ev- 
ery kind of labour is done at equal dis- 
advantage. They have ne shovels, 
spades, or hoes, but dig the ground 
with a kind ef mattoek. A Bengal 
plough is the most simpie tnstrument 
imaginable; and-is iusufficient to 
break up the land without going over 
ita great wumber of times. Oxen are 
sometimes used for other purposes 
than pleughing—horses are rarely 
used at all, On the whole, agricul. 
tureis m a very imperfeet state among 
the Hindoos. 


Tearning. 


There are three colleges for Hindoo 
learning. ‘Phe principal of these is at 
Benares, where is au observatory, and 


sufficient attention is paid to astrono- 
my for calculating eclipses. But the 
sciences are little cultivated. Litera- 
ture is at-a low ebb, aud confined 
principally to the Bramins. But a 
small part of the other casts can even 
read. Learning is valved only as a 
trade. His laid down as arule in their 
sacred books, that a gift to a Bramin 
is meritorious in preportion to his 
learning; and fer this reason, those 
who are esteemed the wisest, Carry a- 
way the most valuable presents from 
ceremonies and feasts. Women, in 
almost every instance, are unable to 
read. ‘The pride and jealousy of 
the Hindoos have formed, and uni- 
versally maintained the sentiment, 
that it a female learn to read and 
write, she will certamly become a wid- 
ow, or fall into sonve dreadful calami- 
ty. Stories of the fatal accidents, of 
such as have had any learnmg, are 
circulated without number. 
State of Civilization. 

The Hindoos are said to be highly 
civilized. But civilization is a vague 
term. In its popular sense, it impties 
gentleness and urbanity in opposition 
to ferocity and brutality ; and some 
knowledge of the arts in distinction 
from that state of ignorance, which 
knows nothing, but to supply the mere 
calls of nature. In this sense the Hin- 
doos are civilized; and, if you please, 
highly civilized. They are certainly 
mild and inoffensive ; and, though ig- 
norant of mast aseful arts, are not des- 
titute of the moreelegant. But there 
is a more philosophicat meaning of 
civilization, which supposes the en- 
joyment of the best civil regulations 
that circumstances may admit, and a 
general knowledge of such arts and 
sciences as meliorate the condition of 


mankind, refine his manners, and en- | 


noble and adorn his character. ‘The 
civilization of the Hindoos, ineasured 
by this standard, is like that factitious 
sickly sensibility, sometimes gendered 
in weak minds by i improper culture, 
compared with the natoral, bealthful 
and chaste feeling, which is the off- 
spring of a delicate taste, and cu!ti- 











vated understanding. In some par- 
ticulars, which are usually supposed 
to mock the progress of civilization, 
the Hindoos exhibit an excessive de- 
gree of refinement. Such are an in- 
volved policy, intricate laws; and nu- 
merous religious institutions. But no 
where is this false refinement more 
visible, than in their famous division 
into Casts. | 
The number of these was originally 
four, which are said to have proceeded 
fiom Bramha, the Great Father of the 
Universe, in the following manner. Ist. 
The Brainins, from his mouth. From 
this cast are taken their priests and it 
is superior to all the others. 2d. The 
Chitteries. ‘These fell from his arms, 
and compose the military, from which 
also the king and civil officers are 
chosen. 38d. The Bhyse, which came 
cut from his loins, and are husband- 
men, merchants, &c. 4th. The Soo- 
ras, Which issued from his feet, and 
uve consequently servile labourers, 
performing everv menial office. Of 
‘hese casts, however, only the first and 
last now remain, the ‘others, having by 
neglect of works of ceremonial holi- 
ess, sunk into the Soodra. But these 
are subdivided into more than eighty 
ciflerent sects. ‘The Bramins into 
two grand divisions, each of which is 
‘gain divided into five lesser. Some 
of the Bramins are called Koolins, 
‘vom afsamily or race; and are great- 
'y esteeined by the natives. ‘The Soo- 
dras are numerously divided. If the 
Bhydyas, or medical tribe, be not 
reckoned among them, the Kyesthas 
or writer cast, will stand the highest. 
of these there are seventy-two houses, 
who rank one above another ; the first 
‘our of which are esteemed the koo- 
lins of the kyesthas. The rest of the 
Soodras, are divided according to 
their occupations. The distinction in 
a family is preserved for many gene- 
vations. Different mechanics avoid 
eating with each other. If a carpen- 
ter marry the daughter of a weaver, 
or a weaver the daughter of a sinith, 
loss of cast is the consequence. Let 
a Hindoo, of whatever cast, eat, drink, 
or smoke, with a European, an ‘¢ 2 to- 
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tal degradation follows! There are, 
indeed, innumerable methods, by 
which cast is lost; and ofien by mere 
accident, so that there is a numerous 
class without cast. ‘These are called 
Pariahs, or in some paris Chanda- 
lahs, and are held in utter abomina- 
tion: For a picture of their degreda- 
tion shall extract a short paragraph 
from a periodical work, in a Review of 
Mr. Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs. “ The 
Pooleahs of Malabar, a country where 
monkeys are worshipped and pamper- 
ed with human sacrifices, are so com- 
pletely banished from human society, 
that they have neither houses nor 
lands, but retiring into solitary places, 
hide themselves in ditches, or climb 
into trees for shelter. They are not 
permitted, says Mr. Forbes, to breathe 
the same air with other casts, nor 
travel on the public road. If by acci- 
dent they should be there, and per- 
ceive a Bramin or Nair at a distance, 
they must howl aloud, to warn him 
from approaching till they have re- 
tired or climbed the nearest tree. If 
a Nair meets a Pooleah upon the 
highway, be cuts him down like- a 
noxious animal. When hunger com- 
pels them to approach the village to 
exchange what they may have col- 
lected for grain, they call out te the 
peasants, tell what they want, leave 
their articles of barter on the ground, 
and then return to take what the vil- 
lagers may please to deposit in ex- 
change for them! Constant fear and 
misery have given them a squalid and 
savage appearance, and entirely, says 
Mr. F., debased the human form ! 
Yet the Pariahs are said to be still 
more abject, so that a Pooleah is de- 
filed by the touch! 

But even the Pariahs are not the 
most wretched cast in India. In the 
lowest debths of misery and oppres- 
sion, there is a lower still. The Mo- 
lungers, or salt boilers, in the Sunder- 
bunds, exist under the government of 
Bengal, and that government derives 
nearly a million annually from the 
most shocking system of slavery that 
ever has beén described. ‘This mise- 
yable generation are, like all other 
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casts, born to their employment ; but, 
unlike other casts, they would flee 
from il, if guards were net posted at 
every avenue by which they could es- 
cape. They inhabit a sandy shore, 
surrounded with an immense wilder- 
ness full of snakes and tigers, and in- 
tersected by alabyrinth of water. The 
innemerable islands, which the vari- 
ous rivers form along the coast, are in- 
habited only by wild beasts. The ti- 
ger indeed is lord of the region. These 
poor wretcnes, while working at the 
salt pans on the long spois of land 
which project into the sea from the 
jungle, keep always a iook out for ti- 
gers on the opposite basil and when 
one is seen coming, they have no al- 
ternative but to hide themselves in 
holes, which they have dug for the 
purpose, having no arms wher: with to 
defend themselves. Holes dug in the 
sand are but a feeble protection. 
Long experience has taught the tiger 
that these men are his prey, and he 
often digs them out with his claws!” 

This representation, striking, and 
seemingly incredible, as it is, is given 
on the authority of a gentleman who 


went to India with high notions of 


flindoo civilization, and who, frem a 
residence of many years in that coun- 
try, had the best means of understand- 
ing the characters of those whom he 
describes. In its matin features the 
picture is undoubtedly correct. Who 
then can contemplate it paoap feel- 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Extract from the 18th Report of the 
Londen Tract Society. 


At Berlin, where a Relicious Tract 


Society is sanctioned by the king of 
Prussia, 1509000 Tracts have since its 


coumencement, beer circulated with 
vood effect throughout ai! parts of His 
Majesty’s dominions. In this capital 
several Tracts have been translated, 
and are now translating, from the vot: 
umes of your Society; for the more 


‘ 
extensive circulation of which your 
committee have presented the Pus. 
sian Tract Society with a donation of 
£20. A copy of the Address and 
Regulations of that Institution has 
been transmitted to your Committee; 
from which it appears, that in some 
places the perusal of the Tracts has 
proved the means of exciting a desire 
to procure the Holy Scriptures. 

In the north of Germany, and par- 
ticularly in the Duchy of Sleswick. 
Holstein, considerable progress is ma- 
king in the distribution of Religious 
Tracts, chiefly by the instrumentality 
of a very active Soctety called the 
Northern Union, (referred to in your 
former Repor ts,) which is nrultip!ying 
its branches in various direetions. 

fn a letier from S!eswick, lately re- 
ceived, the writer remarks, “ The 
Seviptural sentiments which are con- 
tained im the small Tracts the Society 
circulates, may in some measure con- 
tribute to the premoting of the Bible 
cause.” Of the good effects resulting 
from the circulation of Tr acts at Bar ‘h, 
in Pomerania, a correspondent gives 
the following "evidence :— The chil- 
dren in this town come to me from 
morning to night, which is the. case 
even at the moment [ am writing this, 
requesting the loan of books, in whic! 
Tam happy to gratify them, and thus 
to show them the way of eternal life. 
Ihave not lately heard so many of 
those dreadful imprecations which for- 
merly disgraced our streets.” 

Not less active are the various Tract 
Societies or Commitiees in Stutgard, 
Nurenberg, Frankfort, Neuwied, Ko- 
enigsfield, and other places : by whose 
united exertions many thousand Tracts 
are annually put into circulation, both 
among the Protestant and Catholic 
population of Germany. 

Great and accumulated have been 
the distresses experienced by thov- 
sands in various parts of the Conti- 
nent during the last winter: but even 
those calamities have contributed to 
sofien many a hardened heart, and to 
prepare it for a more favourable re- 
ception of Divine trath. 

The Lausanne Report states the 
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pleasing fact that. no iess than 66,000 
fracts were printed by the Lausanne 
Tract Society, and most extensively 
circulated in various parts of Switzer- 
land and France. ‘Of the effects 
produced by these publications, (con- 
tiuues the Report,) we have many 
striking proofs. Let us mention but 
one:—A parish minister in the coun- 
try writes to the President :—‘ ‘The 
volume of your Tracts is read with 
avidity. A notorious drunkard whom 
Jam endeavouring to bring back into 
the paths of sobriety and virtue, ob- 
served the other day, ‘Ah! Sir, if I 
had read ten years ago the book you 
have had the goodness to give to my 
mother, and more especially the last 
chapter on drunkenness, I should have 
been ten thousand francs richer than 
i now am, and ory wife and children 
would have lived in comfort: how well 
that book explains the danger of fre- 
quenting public houses and keeping 
vad company !? ” 

The French translation of Tue 
DarryMaAn’s Daucurer has been pub- 
lished in France and Switzerland, at 
the expense of pieus individuals in 
those countries, and has met with the 
most favourable reception. 

From Russia your Committee con- 
tinue to receive the most gratifying 
accounts. “in Finland,” writes the 
Rey. John Paterson, “ the affairs of the 
Tract Society go on prosperously.— 
Tracts partly in Swedish and partly 
in Finnish, have been translated, prin- 
ted, and distributed, to the number of 
25,000 copies, by a "zealous student of 
the University at Abo.” At Savalax, 
in the north of Fiuland, a peasant 
has procured a translation of Tux 
DaAtryMANn’s ieceted bs and printed it 
at his own expense! He is now pro- 
ceeding in the same way with several 
Tracts: thus, even the northern peas- 
ants are your co-workers in this labour 
of love. 

From information communicated 
by the Evangelical Society at Stock- 
holm, your Committee learn with 
pleasure that it continues in a pros- 
perous state: its fundsare improving, 
and within the year 1816 about 
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100,000 of its Tracts have been circu. 
lated. 

The Appendix to the last Report 
e ontaius the intelligence received from 
China, up to December, 1815: subse- 
quent communications from the Rev, 
Messrs. Morrison and Milne, and par- 
ticularly from the latter, state, that 
Tracts have been distributed at Pulo 
Penang, (or Prince of Wales’ Is!and,) 
and sent to Siam and Cochin China, 
* The move I see,” says Mr. Milne, 
“ of the ignorance of the heathen, and 
the dificulty they find ia understand. 
ing the truths of the Gospel, so much 
the more am I! convinced of the vast 
importance of Religious Tracts, writ- 
ten in the simplest style possible, and 
so much the more clearly does the 
magnitude of the Religious Tract So- 
Ciety appear. 

The friends of the Religious Tract 
Society will be much gratified alse to 
learn, that it has been clearly ascer- 
tained by the Rev. Mr. Milne that the 
written language of Cochin China, 
Tung-king, and Hainan, is the same 
in form and idiom, in all respects, as 
that of China. “ This,” says Mr. Mil- 
ne, “will open a wide door for ‘the 
word of God ; may it have free course, 
and be glorified !” To which we add 
our hearty Ameu! praying, that by 
the blessing of God the dissemination 
of Tracts, the truth as it isin Jesus 
may be effectually diffused throughout 
this vast and populous region of the 
eastern world. 

From Calcutta a remittance of for- 
ty guineas has been made by the 
Rev. ‘Thomas Thomason, to purchase 
Tracts for distribution among His Ma- 
jesty’s regiments in India, Accounts 
have also been received from this 
quarter of the beneficial effects result- 
ing from the distribution of the Tracts, 
particularly in the 59th and 84th re- 
giments, in the latter of which an 
Auxiliary Tract Society has been for- 
med, and the sum of 4/. transmitted in 
aid of the funds of the Parent Instita- 
tion, through the Rev. J. Hands, mis- 
sionary at Bellary. ‘The pious soldiers 

in the former have also transmitted to 
your Treasurer a considerable sum 
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for the purchase of religious books 
for their own use and that of their 
comrades. 

The Society is still favoured with the 
attention of some pious masters of tra- 
ding vessels, who are in the habit of 
distributing Tracts in various parts 
abroad, and your Committee hope 
that the marine distribution, in a time 
of peace like the present, will be 
greatly extended by the increased 
attention of captains of traders to this 
object. 

‘Your Committee have availed them- 
selves of the opportunities afforded 
them for promoting the great object 
of their appointment both at home 
and abroad; meeting to the utmost of 

their power, (and beyond their power, 
in respect of the funds,) every applica- 
tion which had a claim on the Society. 
Nearer home, Ireland and Wales have 
not been forgotten ; and in Britain, the 
army and navy, the workhouses, the 
huiks at Sheerness, and hospitals, have 
been also supplied. 

In the West Indies and America the 
distribution of religious Tracts has 
been continued by supplies forwarded 
by your Committee to Port-au-Prince, 
Prince Edward’s Island, Lowisiana, 
Canada, and the back settlements of 
the United States. 

Already much has been effected in 
the supplanting ef those wretched pub- 
lications which were formerly sokd by 
hawkers, under the misapplied name 

of “ godly books,” as well as those of a 
more immoral and lewd tendency, by 
the introduction of the Hawkers’ series 
of Tracis; and, during the past year, 
the hawkers who deal at your deposi- 
tory have been encouraged to vend 
those of a superior kind, by an in- 
creased allowance upon them, both 
in the book form and upon broad 
sheets; and your Committee are not 
without hope that the measure has op- 
erated, in some degree, as a counter- 
active, to stem the torrent of those 
polluting and bitter streams of infidel- 
ity, impiety, and incitement to insub- 
ordination, which have of late prevail- 
ed in the metropolis and other parts 
of the kingdom. 
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More than three millions and a half 
of Tracts, in various forms, have bee), 
issued during the last vear; 4 cousid. 
erable portion of which have been pur. 
chased at very reduced prices, by the 
most destitute part of the populatioy 
of London, in order to vend again 
for a subsistence; and your Commit. 
tee are credibly infor med that not les; 
than several scores of fanrilies have 
in the late distressing season been 
kept from a state of nearly actual 
starvation, by the pittance derived 
from the sale of the Society’s publica- 
tions. . ‘The Lord thus over-ruling the 
distress of oue part of the community 
for the instruction of the other, and 
for the relief of themselves; their 
deep poverty abounding unto the 
riches of instructive liberality.” 

‘Tracing the origin and progress of 
the Religious Tr act | Society, in it we 
recognize the pioneer of the different 
regiments which (in the various socie- 
ties) have been raised under the ban- 
ner of the Cross in this country ; break- 
ing up the ground and clearing the 
way for the introduction of the Mis- 
sionary or the Divine Records, like 
the seventy of old sent forth “ two and 
two, before the face of the Lord, into 
every city and place whither he him 
self would come,’ ” (Luke x. 1.) 

iv these little precursors, prejudice 
has been greatly diminished, and a 
pure zeal for the extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom widely awakened ; 
a fortress once deemed impregnable 
has yielded to the powerful appeals-of 
Christian truth, succeeding each other 
in so pleasing a variety of form, that, 
while amusement was at first the main 
attractive, solid advantages have gli- 
ded imperceptibly into the mind: en- 
mity has been destroyed, and Divine 
power has displayed itselfin “ casting 
down imaginations, and every high. 
thing that ‘exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and at length 
bringing mto captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” 

Viewing this Society in its foreign 
object, its progress, especially of late, 
presents to its friends an abundant 
theme for gratitude. Io almost every 
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quarter where an entrance has been 
jnade for the diffusion of the light of 
truth, it will evidently appear from 
the Reports of this Seciety, that the 
first openings have been etivcted by 
ineans of religious Tracts. Their 
adaptation to convey religious know- 
Jedge, when no other effort can be at 
first employed, must be admitted by 
all, and more especially in the case of 
China, notwithstanding ihe jealousy 
of the people, and the difficulties of 
the language. 

In other parts abroad the Society 
has been extensively useful in-its oper- 
ations, from frezen Iceland to the 
burning climes of the east, and its ob- 
ject has been equally cherished by the 
private and his commander, by the 
peasant and his king. 

The Religious Tract Society holds 
adistinguisbed rank among the mar- 
shalied forces of the King of kings. 
Already it has, through the Divine 
blessing, accomplished much, both in 
Britain and in foreign lands; and 
each successive Report demonstrates 
it tohave been advancing from strength 
te strength, and frow victory to victo- 
ry, in common avith its contederate 
bands, the unnumbered religious instt- 
tutions formed, and still forming in 
this eventful age:—it enjoys those 
dignified and amiable triumphs, which 
demonstrate that the mighty ‘Conquer- 
or is the Prince of Peace, and which 
seem destined to usher in the glorious 
period when it shall be proclaimed, 
“The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms ef our Loid, and 
af his Christ.” 





MISSION AT CEYLON. 
From the Panoplist for August. 


Extracts from the Missionary Journal 
of Messrs. Warren, Richards, Meigs, 


Poor, and Bardwell, commenced ut 
Columbo, March 26, 1816. 


Tuesday, March 26. Since ovr a» 
rival, which was on the 23d, we have 
been very hospitably entertained by 
the Rev. James Chater, a Baptist mis- 
sionary. Most of our number have 
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Rev. Mr. Norton, but which he does 
not at present occupy. In this house 
we expect to reside a few weeks, till 
the one we have engaged can be re- 
paired. Having procured the neces- 
sary aiticles, this morning, for the 
first time, we took breakfast together, 
i” our own hived house. Capt. Buf- 
finton, and Capt. Titcemb, the super- 
cargo, dined with us. Atller dinner, 
we took our final leave of them. ‘This 
was On may accounts, a season truly 
interesting and alfecting. In the eveu- 
ing the Dryad sailed fer Calcutta.— 
By ber we-sent a letter to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary of the Board of 
Commissioners, gwing some account 
of our voyage ; also several parcels of 
private letters to our friends. At 7 
o clock P. M. Brother Richards preach- 
ed in the Methodist chapel. 
Wednesday, 27. ‘This morniig, a- 
greeably to appointinent, the brethien 
were inivoduced to his Excellency 
Gov. Brownrigg, by the ion. and Rev. 
T. J. Pwisleion. .We were highly 
gratified with the manner in which the 
Governor received us. He gaye ds. 
assurance of the protection of govern- 
ment, during our residence on the isl- 
and@ recommended to usseveral mis- 
sionary stallions, which he wishes to 
have occupied ; and referred us to Mr. 
‘} wisleton, for more particular infor- 
mation 6n the subject Le also ex- 
pressed a wish to see our instructions ; 
but as he is about to leave this part of 
the island for the interior, he cannot 
peruse them, until he returns. He 
was pleased to accept a set of the Re- 
ports of the Beard, that he might look 
at them during his absence. All our 
baggage, even those articles which 
were detained at the custom-house for 
a tie, such as maps, globes, medicine, 
&c. have beeu permitied to pass with- 
out duties. We consider it a very fa- 
vourable providenee, that we arrived 
just in season 40 have an interview 
with Gov. B. before he leaves Colum- 
bo. Dined with the Rev. Mr. Twisle- 
ton, at St. Sabastian’s, the place of his 
residence, about a mile and a half 
from the fort. As Mr. T. is a man 
easy of access, has long resided om the 
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island, is much interested in the pros- 
perity of missions, and is a real frrend 
to all Protestant Missionaries, we had 
much conversation with him of a pro- 
fitable nature, on the moral state of 
the island. Our views of its impor- 
tance, as a field for missionary la- 
bours, remain the same as when we 
left America.. Presented Mr. T. with 
a set of Reports and missionary ser- 
mons. 

Thursday, 24. Engaged in a varie- 
ty of things relative to our new family. 
Several friends called on us. Ata 
special meeting, appointed a commit- 
tee to draw up a confession of faith, 
and a covenant, with reference to the 
formation of a church. 

In the evening, brother Bardwell 
preached in brother Chater’s chapel 
in the Pettah. The fort of Columbo 
is one mile and a quarter in circum- 
ference. It is composed of seven 
bastions of different sizes, which are 
connected by walls, and the whole is 
defended by 300 pieces of heavy can- 
non. The fort is chiefly occupied by 
English inhabitants: it is the place of 
our residence. The Pettah or outer 
town, which lies at a short distance to 
the eastward of the fort, is inhabited 
principally by the Dutch and Portu- 
guese ; and the suburbs, which are ve- 
ry populous, by the native Cingalese. 

Saturday, 30. This morning the 
brethren called at the chief secretary’s 
office, to receive licences for residence 
on the island. Sent to Mr. Twisleton 
our diplomas, certificates, and instruc- 
tions, accompanied with a Jetter con- 
taining inquiries on the subject of our 
engaging in private English schools, 
native free schools in English, and 
preaching by interpreters. The reas- 
on for doing this, is, that it is impossi- 
ble for us to obtain the requisite infor- 
mation for deciding on the place of 
our future residence, till the change 
of the monsoon. It will therefore be 
impossible for us to leave Columbo 
short of six months. 

Sabbath, 31. A. M. Attended the 
Episcopalian church in the fort. In 
this place divine service is held only 
in the morning. Mr. Twisleton and 


Mr. Bisset, colonial cliaplains, preach 
alternately. P. M. Heard brother 
Norton in brother Chater’s chapel, in 
the fort. In the evening brother Poor 
preached in the Pettah. Mr. Norton, 
sent out by the Church Missionary So- 
ciety, is here waiting for a passage to 
Travancore. 

Monday, April 1, 1817. Received 
from Mr. Twisleton our public docu- 
ments, and a letter, in answer to 
our inquiries concerning schools and 
preaching; the letter was of such a 
nature, as rendered a personal inter- 
view with him desirable. This we re- 
quested. He immediately returned 
a very polite note inviting the breth- 
ren to take breakfast with him on 
Wednesday; he also requested per- 
mission to take a copy of our instruc- 
tions. Dined at the Rev. Mr. Har- 
vard’s, one of the Wesleyan mission- 
aries. On the island there are five 
missionaries of this description ; one 
at Jaffnapatam, two at Galle, and two 
at Columbo. These at Columbo have 
a printing press, which is of very 
great advantage to the mission. They 
are now engaged in printing the new 
version of the Scriptures in the Cinga- 
lese language, prepared by William 
Tolfrey, Esq. 

At Mr. Harvard’s we had an inter- 
esting account of a young Boodhist 
priest, now residing in his family. Mr. 
H. ip company with some others, in a 
journey .to Galle, overtook an old 
Boodhist priest, attended by three 
foung men, who were under his tuition. 

he missionaries proposed several 
questions to the old priest, relative to 
his religion which. he could not an- 
swer. The young men were reques- 
ted to bear witness to the ignorance 
of their instructor. This had such in- 
fluence upon the mind of one of them, 
as induced him to throw off his priest- 
ly garments and soon after to apply to 
Mr. H. for permission to reside in his 
family. He is now very diligent in 
acquiring a knowledge of Christian- 
ity. In the evening, we attended the 
monthly prayer-meeting, in- brother 
H’s chapel. All denominations of 


Christians hgre unite in this meetirg 
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Prayers are usually offered in English 
and Portuguese, and sometimes in 
Dutch. Broiber Meigs gave an ex- 
hortation. 

Tuesday, 2. The Rev. Christian 
David, who has recently arrived from 
Jaffna, to take charge of a Malabar 


church io this place for the term of 


one year, called on us this. morning. 
He conversed much on the state of 
things at Jaffna, and said many things 
in favour of some of us settling near 
his station at Jaffnapatam. 

Wednesday, 3. ‘Three of the breth- 
ren took breakfast with the Rev. Mr. 
Twisleton, and had a full and satisfac- 
tory conversation on the subjects 
which had been proposed to him. The 
education of native young men for the 
ministry has long been a favorite ob- 
ject with Mr. T. He proposed to us 
to take a number of young men of 
high cast, who have been studying the 
English language several years, and 
instruct them in the principles of the- 
ology. Mr. T. suggested, that we 
should address a letter to him, stating 
definitely our proposals and wishes ; 
the substance of which he would for- 
ward to the Governor, now at Candy, 
accompanied with a letter in our be- 
half. P. M. Brother Bardwell preached 
at the hospital to about 50 persons. 

Thursday, 4. Rev. Mr. Palm cal- 
led on us; gave a very favourable 


representation of the missionary sta-- 


tion at Tillipally ; assigned the reas- 
ons for his Jeaving it; suggested vari- 
ous considerations, to inflnence us to 
take possession of it. Addressed the 
Governor, through the Rev. Mr. Twis- 
leton, as had been proposed. 

Satur day,6. Agreeably to appoint- 
ment, the brethren’ were introduced to 
Sir Alexander Johnstone. He was 
very communicative on those subjects, 
on which we need information. He 
agreed with most gentlemen, with 
whom we have conversed, in consid- 
ering the district of Jaffna the most 
important missionary field on this isl- 
and. For several reasons he recom- 
mended Batticotta, about a mile from 
Tillipally, as the principal seat of our 
mission, if we settle at Jaffna, He 





Mission at Ceylon, 265 


said many encouraging things for our 
tarrying on the island; gave some in- 
formation of the state of things at Busso- 
ra; but nothing to enéourage the hope 
of our establishing a mission there at 
present. ‘This evening, held our fam- 
ily prayer meeting. 

Sabbath, 7. A.M. Attended the E- 
piscopal church, as usual. P. M. 
Brother Richards preached for brother 
Chater, in the fort; in the evening 
brother Meigs (or the Methodists. This 
evening Brother Chater held his com- 
munion ; some of cur family were pre- 
sent, but were not invited tocommune 
with the church, which is composed of 
6 members. To prevent repetitions. 
we may here remark, that we preach 
at five different places, on an average 
four or five sermons a week, 

“Wednesday 10. Received an invi- 
tation from the Rev. Mr. Pereira, a 
Roman Catholic priest, to call on him 
to-morrow morning. 

Thursday 11. ‘The brethren went 
to Mr. Pereira’s; found him engaged 
in hearing the confessions of the peq- 
ple. He received us very polilély, . 
and gave us an invitatiou to attend the 
services of his church to-morrow, 
it being Good Friday. He informed 
us, that at 10 oe’clock A. M. the image, 
meaning the image of our Saviour, 
would be exposed to be adored; and 
P. M. the crucifixion would take place. 
Being much engaged, he soon excused 
himself and took leave of us, 

- Friday, 12. ‘This morning the 
brethren went to the Roman Catholic 
Church. It stands near Mr. Pereira’s 
house, about 2 miles from the fort; it 
is about 100 feet long and 60 wide. 
At 9 o’clock, A. M. the priests, three 
in number, went to the church and 
read mass. Then with apparent re- 
ference and devotion, they uncovered 
an image and exposed it to the view 
of the people. When one of the 
priests held the image erect, the other 
two kneeled and chanted prayers. 
Jt was then Jaid upon a rich and ele- 
gant carpet, with its face upwards, and 
placed upon the floor in the middle of 
the church. Mr. Pereira, with much 
gravity and moderation, approached 
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the feet of the image, kneeling and 
bowing 3 times at short intervals, and 
at length kissed its toe. The other 
priests went through the same cere- 
monies. Immediately there was a 
great and violent press of the people 
to touch.and kiss the image. The 
priests then withdrew, and invited us 
to take some refreshments with them. 
The conversation turned principally 
on the state of the Catholte religion on 
the island, and at Gea, at which place 
Mr. Peretva was educated. We in- 
formed them, that we were much in- 
debted to Dr. Buchanan for informa- 
trom on these subjects. Mr. P. had 
seen Dr. B. and had heard that he had 
dropped down dead in the street. We 
corrected his mistake; answered sev- 
eral questions respecting the Catholic 
religion in America; gave them an 
mvitation to visit us; and took our 
leave of them. Soon afier the priests 
left the church, the image was carried 
round the church without, followed by 
a multitude of worshippers. It was 
then laid upon the floor of the church 
as before; many candles were lighted 
zround it, and two large basins placed 
to receive the offerings of those who 
worslripped. Immediately the people, 

who thronged the church, pressed up- 
en each other, that as soon as possible 
they might make their offerings, bow, 
kiss some part of the image, cross 
themselves, blow out two or three can- 
dles, light them again, and give place 
to others. Children of two, three or 
four years old, would go through these 
ceremonies with such regularity, as 
shewed it was the result of much in- 
struction and practice. Many infants 
at the breast were brought, and their 
ips and hands were put to the i image. 
This business continued till 4 or 5 e’- 

clock P. M. when this small image was 
removed, and a tragedy called the at- 
tentionof the people without. In front 
of a large stage, which had been pre- 
viously erected, the people sat and 
stood in such numbers as to cover ma- 
ny acres of ground. At a moderate 
calculation it was judged there were 
G or 7000 persons present. All these 
were in a waiting posture. Whena 
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signal of attention was given, tire car. 
tains were withdrawn, and an inrage 
of our Saviour, as large as life, ap- 
peared extended on the cross, and an 
mage of the Virgin Mary, strung up- 
ou wires, at its side. immediately 
there was a hoarse chattering through- 
eut the whole multitude. ‘lhousands 
of torches and candles were lighted, 
and the people smote upon their na- 
ked breasts, as an expression of their 
grief. ‘Fhey were permitted to enjoy 
the sight but for a few moments at 
once. ‘Phe curtaims were drawn and 
epened several times, at intervals of 
8 or 10 minutes. When evening ap- 
proached, the priests went to the cross, 

accompanied by persons bearing lad- 
ders, a silver plate, (having in it a sil- 
ver hammer, pincers, &c.) a bier, and 
all things necessary for taking the im- 
age froin the cross, and preparing it 
for burial. Much incense was offer- 
ed; prayers were chanted by the 
pr iests and the people were apparent- 
ly agitated. As the image was takea 
from the cross, the image of the Vir- 
gin, having seven swords thrust througls 
her heart, was made to embrace her 
son; and several other things were 
dome to give an appearance of reality 
to the transactions. When the im- 

age was placed upon the bier, it was 
followed by the confused multitude, 
and deposited ina sepulchire, in an a- 
partment of the church. At this time, 
the discordant chantings and voeifera- 
tions of the people, were extremely 
grating to the ear, and very naturally 
excited the idea, that the church must 
have been dedic ‘ated not to “the God 
of order,” but ef confusion. Knowing 
that the people would continue in that 
state, for a length. of time, we returned 
home. In view of the inquiries, to 
which these scenes have given rise, it - 
appears that the state of the Catholic 
religion, on this island, will prove to be 
one of the most for midable obstacles 
to the progress of Christianity. From 


the best information we have obtain- 
ed, it appears that there are about 
50,000 Catholics on the island, and a- 
bout 6,000 at Columbo. The priests 
have very great influence -oyer the 


. 








minds of this ignorant people. The 
method by which this influence has 
heen obtained, viz. by diligence, perse- 
eerance, and constant personal inter- 
course with the natives, should be imi- 
tated by every Protestant Missionary. 
Many and serious are the reflections 
excited in our minds by the events of 
this day, 





From the Panoplist. 
MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


By the Saco, just arrived at Boston, 
fiom Bombay, letters have been re- 
ceived from Messrs. Hall, Newell, and 
Bardwell. Communications to the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, which have come 
to hand by this arrival, will appear 
hereafter. In a letier to the Treasur- 
er, dated April 12, 1817, Mr. Bardwell 
says, ** By the blessing of God, we all 
enjoy comfortable health, and are hap- 
yy in our work. I am engaged in 
studying the Mahratta; but in the 
present state of the printing depart- 
ment, my time is much occupied in the 
ofiice.’ Mr. B gives a particular ac- 
count of the commencement of the 
printing establishment, and of the dif- 
ficulties and delays, which are such 
as must always be expected and en- 
countered at the outset of every new 
institution. Extracts from his letter 
will be published in a future number. 

In the joint Jetter of the Missiona- 
ries to the Treasurer they say, respect- 
ing their pecuniary affairs, “ We have 
had much to learn by experience ; 
and we trust our experience will lead 
us to an arrangement, that will at once 
be the most econoinical, and the most 
satisfactory to all concerned.” 

By this vessel, and by previous ar- 
rivais, specimens of printing, execut- 
ed at the mission-press, have been re- 
ceived. 

Extracts from a letter written by the 
Rev. Mr. Hari, dated Bombay, A- 
pra 17, 1817. 

“ How transporting it would be for 
me to relate, and for you to hear, the 
tidings of Hindoos converted to God 
through the labours of your missiona- 
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ries in this place. But as yet it has 

leased the Sovereign Disposer to 
withhold his converting grace from this 
heathen people. Thousands here have 
heard from our lips the tidings of the 
Gospel, and many more are stil) hear- 
ing them from day to day. But, alas, 
so far as we can see, all seems to be 
as theseed that fall by the way side. In 
such a case, how consoling to be as- 
sured, that God’s word shall not re- 
turn void, but shall surely accomplish 
the blessed end for which it was sent. 

“ We continue to labour from day 
to day in the same manner as men- 
tioned in our former letters. ‘The ad- 
dition of brother Bardwell to our 
number is a very great encouragement 
to us. 

“ After surmounting many difficul- 
ties, we have at length got our press 
at work. Asa specimen of our print- 
ing I send you a Scripture tract, which 
we have published. We expect to im- 
prove as we proceed. ‘The work has 
been almos{ entirely performnd by 
our own hands. The success of this be- 
ginning has encouraged us. Wepro- 
ceed immediately to print the Gospel- 
of Matthew. We still make the Mahrat- 
ta language our main study. Fora yeas 
past I have employed a considerab'e 
portion of my time in the study of the 
Sunskrit, and read several books in 
that deifed language. I can now 
speak the Mahratta language with 
ease, and hope by and by to be able 
to preach in Guzerattce and Hidoos- 
tanee. 

“T have visited the excavations of 
the islands of Elephanta and Salsette. 
The extent of these excavations in the 
solid rock is perfectly astonishing. 
As to the magnitude of the Jabour, and 
the folly of executing them, I think 
they must surpass the pyramids of E- 
gypt. They are purely of a religious 
origin; but when or how they were 
executed is utterly unknown to the 
present inhabitants cf the land. 1 
shall not attempt any description of 
these amazing monuments of Hindoo 
idolatry ; because if I could do it to 


_perfection, it would be useless, singe 


they are so ably described in beoks, 
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which have long been before the 
public. 

In reference to the geography of 
this part of India, | would say, that 
the country has a very strange ap- 
pearance. As far as the eye can ex- 
tend, all seems like one continued 
wilderness, though innumerable huts 
and villages are concealed under the 
wide spreading branches of the cocoa- 
nut tree, which, in many places, is al- 
most the only tree to be seen. A 
great part of the country is an uncul- 
tivated waste. ‘lhe people having 
been so often conquered and plunder- 
ed, the spirit of agriculture, and every 
kind of improvement, if it ever exist- 
ed here, must of course be broken 
down, and the soil has become so im- 
poverished, that however just the 

roverb once, “rich as India,” it 
would be more proper now to invert 
it and say, “ poor as India.” 

‘“‘ Great praise is due to the British 
government in India for the liberality 
and zeal with which they have long 
Jaboured to save the natives from the 
calamities of the small pox by means 
of general vaccination.” 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Report of the Female Education Society. 


As many societies, auxiliary to the 
Female Education Society of New- 
Haven, have been established in dif- 
ferent towns ia this State, and as many 
individuals have expressed their warm 
interest in this society, and their ear- 
nest desire to assist in its benevolent 
purposes, it has been thought advisa- 
ble to publish the report of the pro- 
ceedings of the committee for the year 
terminating July 2d; 1817. 

In July, 1816, at a meeting of the 
committee, it was voted to change the 
name of the society, substituting the 
name of Education, for that of Benev- 
olent Society. Ata general meeting 
in Octeber, it was voted to alter the 
Gth article of the Constitution, as its 
meaning was ambiguous and induced 
many to believe this society was de- 


pendent upon the gentlemen’s Chari- 
table Society. At this meeting it was 
likewise voted, to apply to the Legis- 
lature for an act of incorporation ; 
which was applied for, and granted. 
The directors have held twelve meet- 
ings, for the purpose of making aud 
repairing clothes, and transacting the 
necessary business; and have endea- 
voured on these, and on all occa- 
sions, to promote as much as possible 
the true interests of the society. In 
aiding the young gentlemen, those, 
and those only, have been assisted 
who have come recommended by the 
committee of the gentiemen’s society, 
among whom are the president and 
professors of the college: And their 
rules forbid them to assist any who do 
not furnish strong grounds to believe 
they will become useful and judicious 
ministers of the gospel. 


The names of all the young men 
who have received assistance from 
this society, since its establishment 
are here subjoined. 

Benjamin Nealy, of Montpelier, V1.; 
James Kimball, of Fitchburgh, Ms. ; 
Charles T. Butler, of East Hartford ; 
Frederick Gridley, of Watertown; 
Loamini I. Hoadley, of Northford ; 
Ralph R. Gurley, of Lebanon; David 
Kimball, of Concord, N. H.; Charles 
Stewart, of Brattleborough, Vt.; Lewis 
Weid, of Hampton; Jared Reid, of 
Colchester ; James Ajpel, of Lisvon ; 
Asa Thurston, of Fitchburgh; Jere- 
my Packhurst, of Framinghaim, Ms.; 
Shadrach Terry, of River Head, L. 
Island; Warren Abbot, Andover, Ms. ; 
Nathaniel Pratt, Saybrook; Zabdiel 
R. Rodgers, Stonington; Herace S. 
Pratt, Saybrook. 

The receipts for this Society from 
July 3d, 1816, to July 2d, i817, a- 
mount to $351,185; viz. 

Donations and taxes in New- 

Haven, $108 68 
From the Female Society, E. 

Windsor, 8 32 
From the Education Society, 

Charleston, S. C. 100 
From the Ladies Praying So- 

ciety, Greenwich, 











from the Education Society, 


Norwich, 57 38 
From the Female Cent Soci- 

ety, N. Guilford, 26 60 
From Ladies at Somers, ] 
From Female Ben: volent So- 

ciety, E. Windsor, il 


From Middletown, a Bed, and 
sundry other articles, valu- 
ed at $57, andin money, 18 20 
Dividend from Eagle Bank, 12 
Remaining in the Treasury, 


July 3d, 1816, 90 52 
Whole amount, $441 70 


Money expended for the ben- 
fit of the Students, 
Remaining in the Treasury, 


$441 70 








Of the above $ 37 28, $18 be- 
longs, by the constitution, to the per- 
manent fund; which leaves but $19 
for immediate use. For one year this 
institution was .considered peculiarly 
vrosperous. Liberal donations in mo- 
liey and clothing, were then frequent- 
ly received ; but for the last six months 
the receipts have been few and incon- 
siderable, and the necessities urgent 
and increasing. Many charitable so- 
cieties, which, in a more favourable 
season, might have lent their aid, 
have felt themselves obliged to devote 
their money to the immediate relief 
of the suffermg poor around them, 
whose numerous wants, in conse- 
quence of the cessation of business, 
and the inclemency of the past season, 
have strongly appealed to public and 
individual charity: To these causes 
alone, the present low state of our 
funds is obviously attributable. Sure- 
ly the cause in which we have embark- 
ed, has lost none of its importance. 
The waste places are not yet all built 
up. Many vacant churches are yet 
to be found, whose members are lan- 
guishing for the want of a preached 
gospel. Great numbers of young men 
are earnestly desiring to become 
preachers of the Gospel, and are only 
waiting for that assistance, which we 
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have in a measure pledged ourselves 
to grant. Shall we suffer them to be 
disappointed, and their fondést hopes 
to perish ? or shall we exert ourselves, 
by every laudable method, to aug- 
ment our languishing funds. When 
so many noble sacrifices are making, 
shall we refuse to open our hearts to 
give? or withhold our hands trom 
working in so great a cause? Rather 
let us awake from this state of inac- 
tivity, and press forward, with renew- 
ed zeal, confidently believing, that our 
labours will be blessed, our most san- 


‘guine expectatations more than real- 


ized. 





COMMENCEMENT OF YALE COLLEGE. 


The annual Commencement of Yale Col- 
lege was celebrated on Wecnesday the 10th 
inst. As we consider the prosperity of 
this Institution vitally and inseparably con- 
nected with the cause of Religion and of 
Literature, we presume a short sketch of 
the exhibitions of the day will be gratifying 
to our readers. 

The high character which Yale College 
has deservedly eld for many years, among 
the first Literary Institutions in the world, 
has been a source of much gratification to 
its friends, and of vast importané¢ to the 
community. We believe, however, that 
both the friends of College, and the public 
at large, have heretofore manifested a blam- 
able indifference towards this important in- 
stitution. They have felt such a security 
in the weight of character and influence of 
him who had long presided over it, that 
even its best friends have withheld their 
fostering care and suffered the late belov- 
et President, with bis little band of officers, 
to support this glory of our country, by 
their own exertions and sacrifices, almost 
without ihe public aid. When this materi- 
al Pillar was taken away by death, it was 
naturally followed by an anxious solicitode 
for the future welfare of the college, the 
hearts of many yearned over it, and the uni- 
versal enquiry was made, with anticipations 
of despondency, Who shall oceupy the 
place ? Who shall make ap our loss? We 
rejoice that the question has been answered, 
and that from this anxious solicitude, the 
public are now happily at rest. The late 
exhibitions bave fully satisfied even the 
doubting, if there were any. The perform- 
ances of the President have dissipated fear 
& filled every heart with the most cheering 
anticipations. And the performances of the 
young men were marked by e vigour of in- 
teliect, and a strength and propriety of dic+ 
tion which we believe has never beeg sur- 
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passed on any Similar occasion. The au- 
dience was uousually large, and the com- 
piacency and satisfaction manifested in the 
transactions of the day, were universal and 
emphatical. We are peculiarly gratified 
at the unequivocal aml growing in‘erest 
manifested in this Seminary. ‘Lhe appoint- 
ment and accepiauce of Mr. Fitch as Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, the late appointment of 
the Rev. Chauncey A. Goodrich as Profes- 
sor of thetoric; the system of government 
wud discipline which has been so eflicienily 
pursued tor a number of years; the atten- 
tion paid to the instruction and morals of 
the youth; together with an unusually 
large number of scholars, which have 
offered themselves at the present com- 
wiencement, have all conspired to confirm 
the belief, that Yale College will never 
yield the palm to any rival institution in 
this country. 

The following were the exercises of the 
day. 

Morning. 

1, Music. 

2. Prayer by the President, 

3. Salutatory Oration in Latin: by 
Joel Jones. 

4, Oration, on the Connexion be- 
tween Revelation and the Commence- 
meut of Human Knowledge: by Wil- 
liam Cushing Gay. 

5. Oration on the causes of Super- 
ficial Literature: by Joseph Fowler. 

6. Disputation. on the question, 
“Ought Emnlation to be encourag- 
ed?” by Charles Johnson M*Curdy, and 
Samuel Bridge Ingersoll. 

7. Oration, on the Influence of 
Leuteing on Human Happiness: by 
Thomas Burr Osborne. 

8. Oration, on the Elevation of the 
Intellectual Powers : by Thomas T'uck- 
er Whittlescy. 

9. Dialogue: by William Heathcote 
Delance y, John Grammer, Peter Lock- 

wood, George Marvin, Edward Rut- 
ledge ‘and Jonathan Silliman. 

10. Music. 

Afternoon. 

1. Dissertation, on the value of a 
well regulated Imagination: by Sam- 
wel Perkins. 

3. Ovation on Independence of 
pe by Jared Griswold. 

4. “ The Theorist,” a Colloquy : by 
Baxter Dickinson, Loammi Ives Hoad- 
ley, and Jonathan Silliman, 


5. “The Last Day,” 
Robert Bridges Patton. 

6. Valedictory Oration: by Hilliant 
Bostwick Stilson. 

7. Degrees Conferred. 

. Prayer by the President. 

. Music. 

The following young gentlemen; 
alumai of the Colle; ge, were adinilted 
to thedegree of Bachelor of Arts. 

Augustus Alden, dé benezer Andrews, 
Ebenezer Bailey, Jolin Beard, Jolin 
P. Beers, Ebenezer Blackman, 'Nehe- 
miah Brown, Chauncey Bulkley, Au- 
gustus L. Chapin, George Chase, R. 
John Chees>orough, Willard Child, 
Smith Ciark, William L. Clark, Lyman 
Coleman, William H. Delancey. Bax- 
ter Dickinson, Joseph W. Edmiston, 
Joseph Fowler, William C. Gay, Cz 
Champion Gilbert, John Grammer, 
Jared Griswold, J. P. Hall, William 5. 
Hart, Robert Hartshorne, Isaac A. 
Hawley, Loammi [. Hoadley, Anson 
Hubbard, Rufus Huntington, ‘Samuel 
Bb. Ingersoll, Joel Jones, Janies H- 
Linslev . Peter Lockwood, David N. 
Lord, Wyllys Lyman, Geor ge! Marvin, 
James I’. Mason, Charles J. M’Curs 
dy, Samuel H. Mead, Abraham Ogden, 
Thomas B. Osborne, Benjamin E. 
Payne, Rebert B. Patton, Sainuel Per- 
kins, Horace S. Pratt, Jared Reid, 
Samuel Robinson, Edward Rutledge, 
Jonathan Silliman, Nathan R. Smith, 
Rufus P. Spalding, Lewis R. Starr, 
William B. Stilson, Rosweil Stone, Ed- 
ward Taylor, William U. Titus, Rich- 
ard Warner, ‘Thomas T. Vhittlesey, 
Edmund Wilkins, Rob. W. Withers. 

The following gentlemen, alumni of 
the college, were adinitied to the de- 
gree of Master of Arts, in course. 

Elisha Averill, Charles W. Capers, 
Henry D Chapin, Donald Chester, 
William B. Calhoun, John Dickson, 
Theodore Dwight, Charles B. God- 
dard, Ralph W. Gridley, Charles Jes- 
up, John K. Kane, John Law, Joshua 
Leavitt, Whitman Mead, Ebenezer 
Munger, David L. Ogden, Abraham 
T. Rose, George D. Spruill, William 
L. Stores, Joseph P. Taylor, Cornelius 
Tuthill, Nathaniel 8S. Wheaton. 

The following gentlemen, alumni of 
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the College, were admitted to the de- 
syee of Master of ‘Arts out of course. 

William Shelton 1788, Asa Chap- 
man 1792, John Gadsden, 1804, Hez- 
ekiah Cnaffee, Hezekiah Sanford 1809, 
Eleazer T. Fitch, Hervey Talcott, 
r810, Henry Robinson L811}, Solyman 
}rown 1812, John Avery, Thomas De- 
voreux, Joy H. Fairchild, Charles 
Hawley, David L. Huon, Reuben Sher- 
wood, Wiliam C. Woolsey 1813. 

Ezra Fisk and Elisha P. Swift of 
Williams’ Coliege, and Hart Falcott 
of Dartmouth College were likewise 
admitted te the degree of Master of 
Arts. 

The honorary degrees of Master of 
Arts was conferred on Samuel R. An- 
dvews, the Rev. Harry Croswell, of 
New-Ilaven ; the Rev. Israel Day of 
Killingly, the Hon. Wm. C. Bradley 
of Verinont, the Hon. Henry Champi- 
oa, and General Joseph G. Swift of 
the United States Military Acadamy at 
West Point. 

The degree of Doctor of Divinity 
was conferred on the Rev. Benoni 
Upson of Berlin, and the degree of 
Doctor of Lawson the Hon. Jonathan 
Ingersoll, Lieutenant Governor, and 
the Hon. ‘Lepheniah Swit, Chief Judge 
of the Superior Court of ‘the State of 
Connecticut. 

The degree of Dr. of Medicine was 

conferred on the following gentlemen, 
lumens Of the Medical Institution— 
Nehemiah Cutler, George Hooker, 
David S. Edwards, Melines C. Leav- 
euworth, Charles Miller, and Ellice 
Murdock. 

The honorary degree of Dr. of Med- 
icine, on recommendation of the Med- 
ical Society, wascenferred on William 
Shelton, Philemon Tracy, Simeon 
Field, and Penuel Hutchins. 

Horace Hooker, Hubbard Rock- 
well, and Joseph D. Wickham, are e- 
lected Tutors. 

The Rev. C. A Goodrich is elected 
Professor of Rhetoric. 





BIBLE SOCIETY. 
On the 6th ult. a number of ladies 
eonvened at the meeting house in 
Society) and 
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formed themselves into a society, en- 
titled “the Abxiliary Female Bible 
Society.” 

Mrs. Nancy Allen was chosen Pres- 
ident. 

Mrs. Lucey Darling, Secretary, and 
Miss Charlotte Hemingway, Treasurer. 

Mrs. N. Allen, Mrs. P. Beecher, 
Miss E. Baldwin, Mrs. A. Clark, Mrs. 
S. Hine, Mrs. C. Orsborn, Mis. k. 
Northrop, and Mrs. E. Smith, were 
appointed a eommittee, whose duty it 
is, after having divided the parish into 
distriets, and assigned two or more of 
their number im each district, to soli- 
cit donations, make inquiry respecting 
the want of Bibles, and furnish them 
where they are wanting, either at cost, 
at reduced prices, or gratis, according 
to their discretion. 





From the National Advoeate. 


To my creditors and former friends. for 
friends I cannot expect to have now. 


I yesterday protested against the 
use of ardent Spirits. The method f 
have taken to remedy a vice fur which 
I have been so remarkable, may. zp- 
pear novel, extraordinary and anex- 
pected. I Lave eften promised and 
reiterated these promises, to forsake 
that baneful and scandalous practice 
of drunkenness, and all without effect, 
but having for a fortnight abstained, 
from all kinds of liquor, and my recol- 
lection restored to me, I am left to 
the sad reflection of my egregious fol- 
lies, and am determined to forsake 
them. I have, therefore, taken a 
method obligatory in the sight of God 
and man : and having been pronoun- 
ced dead by some, and abandoned 
and incorrigible by others, I thus pab- 
licly make known my recantation. 

The practice of drunkenness can 
never be palliated, yet nothing is more 
common among drunkards than to 
attribute their follies to misfortunes 
and injuries received ; and if that be 
deemed a palliation, perhaps I have a 
right to as great a share of it as any 
man of my age. But what can be of- 
fered in palliation for man, who is pla- 
ced as the supreme of all terestria! 
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beings, and formed in the very image 
ef God himself, when be debases him- 
self beneath the brute creation? Notb- 
ing. Lhave been considered as dead ; 
itis a wonder that I am not, but my 
trembling hand and burning heart 
manifests that l am still alive, a tiv- 
ing monument of human depravity, 
and subject to the lash of self condem- 
nation. How horrid the retrospection 
of an ill-spent life; but that of a vir- 
tuous life, how consoling in all its vi- 
cissitudes ; the mind is ever at ease, 
conscious of liaving done its duty ; for, 
as Seneca says, tle consciousness of 
well doing isan ample reward. I have 
still hopes of doing well, which I am 
anxious you should all know, confi- 
dent that every sober, honest and iu- 
dustrious man forms a-useful link in 
the chain of human existence. 
According to the variety of human 
nature, a variety of sentiinents may be 
produced. The pious will rejoice to 
see even the reformatiou of but one 
fellow mortal. The moralist will not 
deride me—the gay and dissolute may. 
Let them ; mine is the triumph over 
that which has, and I fear wili be the 
ruin of many. Ye youth who have 
but just engaged on the theatre of 
dissipation, and who may deride my 
remonstrance, beware that you do not, 
ere long, make a disgraceful appear- 
ance, and be fost in the drama of hu- 
man wretchedness. Ye youth who 
have just launched on the calm sea of 
deceitful pleasures, beware of the in- 
toxicating glass before you are lost in 
the vertex of your own sought ruin, 
lacerating the bosoms of a fond father, 
an affectionate mother, brothers and 
sisters. I have gone the rounds of dis- 
sipation ; I have seen it in its greatest 
deformity, yet I have been long one 
of its most pre-eminent votaries. A- 
las ! I now feel the sad effects! [have 
seen youth, adorned with bearty and 
vivacity, who in his infancy and inno- 
cence was the darling of his parents, 
and their future hope of solace in de- 
clining years, nipt in the bud, when 
just about to blossom, and blasted by 
the canker worm DISSIPATION! 
Leaving, as an ungrateful reward to 


them, the sad remembrance @f his foi- 
lies. I have seen the middle aged, 
wearied of tie toils of a juveniiity, 
still determined to support tbe cause 
of debauchery, a complete picture of 
contamination, guilt and human woe, 
drink his last poisonous draught and 
sink into the grave. His children, wha 
liad fondly anticipated the protection 
of ther father, are left to bear, in 
part the burden of his guilt, and the 
calumny of an illiberal world. I have 
seen old age, after dissipating a for- 
tune which might have alleviated the 
distresses of the widow and orphan, 
he himself a beggar, standing on the 
verge of *the grave, with his band ex- 
tended, to receive the draught of cor- 
ruption, and, as if to fill the measure 
of human degeneracy, drink it and 
drop into the grave, a wreck of humau 
misery, forgotten and despised. The 
subject is too horrid to dwell upon; 
I must conclude with a hope that some 
good may be derived from these my 
sad reflections. 

From the course which I have ran 
through life, (though but a youug man 
ye,) [ cannot reasonably expect a 
place in the records of longevity—still 
{ have hopes of living long enough to 
convince the world of my reformation, 
and if by this public exposition of the 
effects of this horrid vice, I can save 
only one being, I shall be happy. 

JOHN GAINS. 

Willtiam- Siree-—New- York. 





PRESIDENT OF HAMILTON COLLEGE. 
Extract of a letter from Judge Miller, 

of Utica, to his friend in Albany, da- 

ted 11th September, 1817. 

** You well know the great solicitude 
we have had on the subject of a Pres- 
ident for our College. I am happy to 
inform you, that question is now at 
rest. Day before yesterday, the Rev: 
Henry Davis, D. D. late President 
of Middlebury College, addressed a 
letter to our board of trustees, announ- 
cing his acceptance of the office of 
President of Hamilton Colloge.” 

Dr. Davis, immediately afterhis ac- 
ceptance, was elected a Trustee of 
College, and took his seat at the board. 





